THE   DALAI   LAMA   AT   URGA

of homage and demotion, but in secret they intrigue
against each other,, as neither is prepared to recognise
the other's supremacy.

There is only one recorded instance of an open
breach between two Grand Lamas. That was when
the Dalai Lama "punished" the Eogdo Gegen of the
day. The former had, in the year 1903, taken refuge
in Urga from the English military expedition sent
against him to Lhassa and, disapproving of the Bogdo
Gegerfs immoral mode of life., he "punished" him by
refusing to call on him or to receive him, and stayed
alone at the Ganden monastery, the largest in Urga,
until the danger was over.

The Russians for political reasons had for long
been trying to win the favour of the master of Tibet;
they wanted to bring the territories bordering on
British India under their influence. This was one of
the indirect causes of the English military expedition
of 1903-1904 against Lhassa, capital of Tibet, and
seat of the Dalai Lama.

However, the Russians tried to make capital even of
the Dalai Lama's flight. To demonstrate their "love"
for him they made Buddhist religious pictures shot
with gold and silver thread and sent them to Urga by
a brilliant mission. Two of these pictures, woven in
silk, remained in Urga. The Dalai Lama before
returning to Lhassa presented them to Cocto-Badma-
Zhap, a Mongolian scholar and grand seigneur whose
family tree reaches back to Djenghis Khan. Long
after my meeting with Maslov, who first told me
about these things, Cocto-Badma-Zhap made me a